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“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all 
Men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
Happiness.”

--Declaration of Independence 



Martin Luther King, Jr. (March on Washington, 1963):

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of 
our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to 
fall heir. This note was a promise that all men -- yes, black men as well as white men 
-- would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note 
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. 



Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, 1863:

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this 
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created equal.



Lemuel Haynes’ “Liberty Further Extended” (1776), with epigraph from 
the Declaration of Independence. Houghton Library, Harvard University.



David Cooper, 
A Serious Address to the Rulers 
of America on the 
Inconsistency of their Conduct 
Respecting Slavery (Trenton, 
N.J., 1783)





1776 United States
1790 Flanders
1804 Haiti
1810 Colombia
1811 Venezuela
1811 New Granada
1813 Mexico
1816 Argentina
1818 Chile
1818 Venezula
1821 Peru
1821 Guatemala
1821 El Salvador

1821 Honduras
1821 Mexico
1821 Nicaragua
1821 Coast Rica
1821 Panama
1821 Dominican Republic
1822 Brazil
1822 Hellenic Republic
1823 Nicaragua
1823 United Provinces of 

Central America
1825 Bolivia
1825 Uruguay

Declarations of Independence, 1776-1825

Source: David Armitage, The Declaration of Independence: 
A Global History (forthcoming, 2007)



Alternative Declarations of Independence, 1826-1876

1829   Working Men’s Declaration of Independence
1834   Declaration … of the Trades’ Union of Boston
1836   Anti-Monopolist Declaration 
1844 Declaration of Independence of the Producing 

from the Non-Producing Class
1848   Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions,

Women’s Rights Convention
1876   Negro Declaration of Independence
1876 Declaration of Independence,

by the Workingmen’s Party
1876   Declaration of Rights for Women, 

by the National Woman Suffrage Association

Source: Philip S. Foner, ed., We, the Other People (1976)



“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 
men are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights”
against the undue influences of other classes of 
society, prudence, as well as the claims of self
defense, dictates the organization of a party…

George Henry Evans
Working Men’s Declaration of Independence
1829



We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all 
men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness…

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Declaration of Sentiments
Seneca Falls, 1848



We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created 
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among them is life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness; that to secure these rights, Governments are instituted, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

The general words above quoted would seem to embrace the whole 
human family, and if they were used in a similar instrument at this 
day would be so understood. But it is too clear for dispute that the 
enslaved African race were not intended to be included, and formed 
no part of the people who framed and adopted this declaration, for if 
the language, as understood in that day, would embrace them, the 
conduct of the distinguished men who framed the Declaration of 
Independence would have been utterly and flagrantly inconsistent 
with the principles they asserted, and instead of the sympathy of 
mankind to which they so confidently appealed, they would have 
deserved and received universal rebuke and reprobation.

--Chief Justice Roger Taney, Dred Scott vs. Sandford (1857)







Benjamin West, Treaty of Paris, also titled American Commissioners of the Preliminary 
Peace Agreement with Great Britain, 1783–84, Winterthur Museum.





John Trumbull, The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 (1786-1820)
(20 7/8 x 31 in.) Yale University Art Gallery.



General George Washington Resigning His Commission, December 23, 1783 Oil on canvas
12' x 18’; 1824; placed 1826. U.S. Capitol Rotunda.










