The Declaration of Independence

Visiting Committee Book Seminar
Session 5: Reading the Declaration



“We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all
Men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of

Happiness.”

--Declaration of Independence



Martin Luther King, Jr. (March on Washington, 1963):

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of
our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to
fall heir. This note was a promise that all men -- yes, black men as well as white men
-- would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note
insofar as her citizens of color are concerned.



Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address, 1863:

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this
continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the
proposition that all men are created equal.



Lemuel Haynes' “Liberty Further Extended” (1776), with epigraph from
the Declaration of Independence. Houghton Library, Harvard University.
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Declarations of Independence, 1776-1825

1776 United States
1790 Flanders
1804 Haiti

1810 Colombia
1811 Venezuela
1811 New Granada
1813 Mexico

1816 Argentina
1818 Chile

1818 Venezula
1821 Peru

1821 Guatemala
1821 El Salvador

1821 Honduras

1821 Mexico

1821 Nicaragua

1821 Coast Rica

1821 Panama

1821 Dominican Republic

1822 Brazil

1822 Hellenic Republic

1823 Nicaragua

1823 United Provinces of
Central America

1825 Bolivia

1825 Uruguay

Source: David Armitage, The Declaration of Independence:
A Global History (forthcoming, 2007)



Alternative Declarations of Independence, 1826-1876

1829
1834
1836
1844

1848

1876
1876

1876

Working Men’ s Declaration of Independence
Declaration ... of the Trades’ Union of Boston
Anti-Monopolist Declaration

Declaration of Independence of the Producing
from the Non-Producing Class

Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions,
Women’ s Rights Convention

Negro Declaration of Independence
Declaration of Independence,

by the Workingmen’ s Party

Declaration of Rights for Women,

by the National Woman Suffrage Association

Source: Philip S. Foner, ed., We, the Other People (1976)



“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
men are created equal; that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights”
against the undue influences of other classes of
society, prudence, as well as the claims of self
defense, dictates the organization of a party...

George Henry Evans
Working Men’ s Declaration of Independence
1829



We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness...

Elizabeth Cady Stanton
Declaration of Sentiments
Seneca Falls, 1848




We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights; that among them is life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; that to secure these rights, Governments are instituted,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

The general words above quoted would seem to embrace the whole
human family, and if they were used in a similar instrument at this
day would be so understood. But it is too clear for dispute that the
enslaved African race were not intended to be included, and formed
no part of the people who framed and adopted this declaration, for if
the language, as understood in that day, would embrace them, the
conduct of the distinguished men who framed the Declaration of
Independence would have been utterly and flagrantly inconsistent
with the principles they asserted, and instead of the sympathy of
mankind to which they so confidently appealed, they would have
deserved and received universal rebuke and reprobation.

--Chief Justice Roger Taney, Dred Scott vs. Sandford (1857)






[’ guorl (4 7("// e lmq anrd .
t}mbd Sl / Norvlh
/'n’ll '(m//ﬂ/u/uﬂ'n I
/4 ’»”’Nu/un] L hanie feint, fvmyv L,

4
o i .(:nrl'/v"'vnnn,, '-4(--":' :

N w/tu« Weh ;ﬂuu. /Ki/;f:.rm(um PRt | 0mlﬂﬁml eyl e '”'yl )

L th € n—c/m« ..vn. ,ﬁ"’n /Muj

" _"ly ganrw( " vlnl/y of l"v' ’

Wi |4 /n’ /e n-rr’,w v-f

LS

e ////‘ﬂr iy A‘/A lll:) m‘r\m-
uge ﬁ' il reehie o /vun} Ayuu'f}m"" A

fave !I;uny& i Ilmn.uv " faks ecle

Farveidurcatiind. e nrrdes -/ ’h-u]c‘)’ﬂ

e wa’auacl.\..m.’ .-( gt

,/':.," "'ﬁ/&‘/&. -:.//y antd derip 1y

s sy ﬁw/zunm, r,.,.((w/.. v P

‘r'f el -"u"l/‘me st Amoieticrrant of /m(
soaed pifilont - amd of /v P R e
“Ivires )"Jt'h‘p‘ u." ‘k}r-[ 'f o A e

i """h,d,'.‘,ux Jhe Pedts wlh s

’
= TN TN

whbm® 5o Srreet Ginlhtien, 23"

'\ ’»
> -
V. 1 "V”‘m’y Y TN T R LT ) IR

e
o

""'7"?-0' oo apien r\ml wre

Ao, /1 .,.W 4/{ ‘l.:/nml m) She /u .

e 23R ‘n’ MWfrn Lo ﬁ“u /

Wi 7. 25 1N
ot Ll A s 'u oJ: e ’.ut) aeecle o o

’ AN )
'M”m’ roun{w‘ o e, (1L

iy~ Yhecr -lnurn’v mr/)” ’ u.n-ul

Y u(w i ,,r :

L)

Aear”
¢
4 “lW Z /O’JII}I-I nmamu )

-....wn;w-b 4 cmerert fie {/‘u'uw Y

PR S /.qr’.})n' p 3 /"‘/'J/ /A /"G’:'-" A

4 .
AL s | IS

% Fw”/lﬂ'”! 22 4 Jﬁnorﬂ')
=k ‘,/)0{ Lo O “Hoehiiv. et d“)

A lun(h

MJ#" g

(yw/umf e wmm «

NNI"IV" . l'-ﬂ Yy

T g s AR ke ._"_."T - TTRT - ok
. ;.l.,. ) A
] f /n‘ifé 9 (7'// Jetnee 3 | T /Am/ m;:::/{-m,«b} 4 ”m e 3/5 ;;(_“
( o / .)r ?ndl. / / Juwh/m'm)'

Mr);ﬂ/fuur\t s /m'//_‘lm
u./n s "’{‘;}r "'lﬂl(/f,: "J'
oRee rea Clrelton. /./

o A |
uﬁna) "‘NW)’I"

Fahrteh s .

2/(1’4;- Fea

/IA}'

Lhaneer Ly =
,’J'f"‘ﬁld”! .”ﬁMn-NMh‘! e /'J“""r‘. "9" i } | l 3 " A"é, % /,‘4 sﬁ. SrAe }‘Lm} .,f”" he 'ntyal 2 (" W//C yeln A
| ' /4' Peary r-ic/"o / & [h
d 7 G et L2 znmlmu e Suerarlld
N

)
o oIt a

Mta/c pe fmtuu Y- Kaw}n/m 2 /a ), 'l .)

‘/5 v S //amanfu»rl J?/{ﬂo ‘M - 4/" ”’//’" z"‘"" ‘ldﬁuﬂa/:‘lfv & Qv /n

'i »/tﬁ-l -@Z-u.,."./bwo.- wanl f'fafn ”"M ] " /” / i‘”/‘m“' (ldnl&

4
)
5

/:'nlu/’ e ,\4( aWa'r e vu/anu, A8 J o, gt ‘/ o, '/"" _‘,,p,,/, A i nv,'r.« ymnc/ .»‘-f:,ul_,,
/ f | 4’; .-/ b '/In.lc ' pud\)
y,"" e f‘N’/'”'- ""9" MMM e | /) }‘_ 7/(' /( Zrt 2 /:nuyé.unt en Ao ML
s rrdi A Py S
S goasee /’/ll U’/A‘

Jn- /a ¢ .momfw« )u o
x)mnv i y Seant )'W"/‘ ol ﬁ‘l.&)
/ﬁufr.‘ r¢ é’:

(uhydur : I(rudwuaf:.el (ﬂ«‘;l' )‘ /%”‘m AL
A

e et v o/-oyl/y,..

um'r/lruf VR »-~

D oss 33
( S el - lw f‘m.ufrﬂ‘n o

::itz:;;:"-ﬂ‘\f‘f‘ ld‘il‘l“’
e .A/».on Sodices wao {
(M s Wa& J'Any’;» .J(ﬂ?f ,{:J v, Lant e et 7«. rmunnn fm.

i ""&"‘ "'“'“"“‘,/'v J"““fﬂ'uyut n)u’lgmr Drata st nM |

ll‘l

In Jmmc mh“yma i

—— e ——

|%  vraiesia’ p-mr fammlup,l-
Ui et e /dwa..l :

! 'f?'ro.‘-).‘uu Tave

4 S hvens e '{- e csbt JCM" ,'n)ﬂh b M, ! / / PA
b/ 2y, Wi . _ ) //.dt 1,\**(/@“ ;/.. /!fé .'u.uan/ (345 f' ./)fnml uaa/t woie 'r(’umlw“b‘
bosr roersi® DR . ] e e 2 Vo S 4 g b ]
] .mnlrrwftﬂt.' G o el “ “A‘ "‘f - 2 o rht 4/ ol aaulnm Vortogers '}""""‘“ e, !
11 d £ A i I S PR s 'M) Lo )42/ f.l‘?) e 2
Sespaatinl (@ian: T ' 4 g X A et M: it ant et e mﬂ(l\-g e s
ral4¢t s ¢
.

- . : - 3
+ £ g 4
"G'I'M ”/;dp ‘»1 ‘= ,.-‘l’fufl ~¢l§'—le& YI 'f""“ :‘) “”‘/I’ e "”“’/
¥t

o
v ¢ | 4 - 3 ”
o Doy Sl iilaiod | assaesits A7

o} QAN .
-'.‘.) ;/,'ulr A ¥ . 3

FE - £ [
fru S A,

/nu,mﬂ

" 4 Y . ¥

b s s (s e Kol Bony 07 . £
s P "4 g e & ;nau»-r ”""',“(-ﬁ WA . 1idhe = oy o wodf o fHAl & fos é;u#ﬂﬁ;‘-
. i 257 o G -
> 2 : ‘ll e ‘o JE /(m.l.u.,‘. P emilo sl 1 a0l )

‘tn /r'auu }f on """'"‘ f"”'“‘* L il | ! e .

BE .'ﬂf .fu .,\-. .45 e o // /" .

: ' —~ ; ;.}',-7/,'.-'!".{-&"?.

it e fu écmno Nﬂau-m."mﬁft' :')[ ‘[ :

"luurul / ‘J‘r( --Q sll ’fﬂl'( "”. 3

¥ bt - t) '

‘/._..4'

C‘ZVJ_/‘”V /'J /_/’.'é),) l\'./:A-;.';-";’.-

—

i p:uw Mr

attce r, 4 :nl o'u ¢ d/-.mnu.l

Jelhh

ﬁwﬁ(wnn( 2 “'u o ~Nd-{ “0( 43’ it 4 -

Covnirteive ot © 2 nmuu i, 'mﬂ.)' |
*luauuu couliiiras i e van quul)
o do grreered ¢ “m‘ufrhtf‘ wile 4,1/

/“-f)" “&uhuuc\ s ¥ 6) 2 /”-n-n'a P | l" ‘

2‘
_ \,:4

g



Benjamin West, Treaty of Paris, also titled American Commissioners of the Preliminary
Peace Agreement with Great Britain, 1783—84, Winterthur Museum.
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John Trumbull, The Declaration of lndepndence, July 4, 1776 (1786-1820)
(20 7/8 x 31 in.) Yale University Art Gallery.




General George Washington Resigning His Commission, December 23, 1783 QOil on canvas
12' x 18’; 1824; placed 1826. U.S. Capitol Rotunda.
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1. George Wythe, Virginia

2. William Whipple, New Hampshire
3. Josiah Bartlett, New Hampshire

4. Benjamin Harrison, Virginia

5.
6
7
*8

Thomas Lynch, South Carolina

. Richard Henry Lee, Virginia

. Samuel Adams, Massachusetts
. George Clinton, New York

9.
10.
1%
12;

William Paca, Maryland
Samuel Chase, Maryland
Lewis Morris, New York
William Floyd, New York

There were 56 signers of the Declaration of

do not appear in the painting.

Matthew Thornton, New Hampshire
John Hart, New Jersey

John Morton, Pennsylvania

James Smith, Pennsylvania

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
In Congress, at the Independence Hall, Philadelphia, July 4% 1776.

13. Arthur Middleton, South Carolina 25. George Clymer, Pennsylvania 37. John Witherspoon, New Jersey
14. Thomas Heyward, Jr., South Carolina 26. William Hooper, North Carolina 38. Samuel Huntington, Connecticut
15. Charles Carroll, Maryland 27. Joseph Hewes, North Carolina 39. William Williams, Connecticut
16. George Walton, Georgia 28. James Willson, Pennsylvania 40. Oliver Wolcott, Connecticut

17. Robert Morris, Pennsylvania 29. Francis Hopkinson, New Jersey 41. John Hancock, Massachusetts
*18. Thomas Willing, Pennsylvania 30. John Adams, Massachusetts *42, Charles Thomson, Secretary,

19. Benjamin Rush, Pennsylvania 31. Roger Sherman, Connecticut Pennsylvania

20. Elbridge Gerry, Massachusetts *#32. Robert R. Livingston, New York 43, George Read, Delaware

21. Robert Treat Paine, Massachusetts 33. Thomas Jefferson, Virginia *44. John Dickinson, Pennsylvania
22. Abraham Clark, New Jersey 34. Benjamin Franklin, Pennsylvania 45. Edward Rutledge, South Carolina
23, Stephen Hopkins, Rhode Island 35. Richard Stockton, New Jersey 46. Thomas McKean, Delaware

24. William Ellery, Rhode Island 36. Francis Lewis, New York 47. Philip Livingston, New York

Independence. The painting portrays only 47. The 5 men whose names are starred were not signers. The portraits of the following 14 signers

George Taylor, Pennsylvania Thomas Nelson, Jr., Virginia Button Gwinnett, Georgia

George Ross, Pennsylvania Francis Lightfoot fee, Virginia Lyman Hall, Georgia it
Caesar Rodney, Delaware Carter Braxton, Virginia ...\
Thomas Stone, Maryland John Penn. North Carolina (T
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GEN. WASHINGTON RESIGNING WIS COMMISSION
to Congress at Annapolis Md. Decemb. 23¢ 1783

. Thomas Mifflin, Pennsylvania, President

Delegate

. Charles Thompson, Pennsylvania

Secretary

. Elbridge Gerry, Massachusetts

Delegate

. Hugh Williamson, North Carolina

Delegate

. Samuel Osgood, Massachusetts

Delegate

. Eleazer McComb, Delaware

Delegate

. George Partridge, Massachusetts

Delegate

. Edward Lloyd, Maryland

Delegate

9.

10.

11

Richard D. Spaight, North Carolina

Delegate

Benjamin Hawkins, North Carolina

Delegate
Abiel Foster, New Hampshire
Delegate

. Thomas Jefferson, Virginia

Delegate

. Arthur Lee, Virginia

Delegate

. David Howell, Rhode Island

Delegate

. James Monroe, Virginia

Delegate

. Jacob Read, South Carolina

Delegate

. James Madison, Virginia

Spectator

. William Ellery, Rhode Island

Delegate

. J. Townley Chase, Maryland

Delegate

. Samuel Hardy, Virginia

Delegate

. Charles Morris, Pennsylvania

Delegate

22. General Washington
. Col. Benjamin Walker

Aide-de-camp

. Col. David Humphreys

Aide-de-camp

25

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

General Smallwood, Maryland

Spectator
Gen. Otho Holland Williams, Maryland
Spectator
Col. Samuel Smith, Maryland
Spectator
Col. John E. Howard, Maryland
Spectator
Charles Carroll and two daughters,
Maryland
Mrs. Washington and her three grand-
children
. Daniel of St. Jenifer, Maryland
Spectator 4
...\
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