PROJECT FOR THE

New AMERICAN CENTURY

The Project for the New Arerican Century is a year and half |ong
met a-project that is parasitic on “real world” events. Over the
course of a designated period of tinme (May 2007- Novenber 2008) PNAC
is designed to enact a kind of Benjam n-ian Now Ti nme. \Wereby, the
stagi ng of video presentations and performances as well as the
production of scul ptures and installations brings about real world
change through a quasi-osnosis-ic operation.

The inaugural PNAC event, It’s Tinme took place took on Menori al
Day 2007, approximately ten years to the date that the Neo-
Conservative think-tank, the Project for the New American Century
released its first mssive declaring it’s Reaganite doctrine of
American inperialism The performance happened on the M dway
Pl ai ssance at the University of Chicago. The event was conceived in
two stages:

1. The digging of an Anti-Menorial in the formof an inverted
negative inpression of the United States Capital building by a faux-
revol utionary.

2. The vitriolic recounting of this event by a young republican
cavalierly proclaimng the failure of revolutionary action.
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The anti-nmonunment of the upside-down capital would | ater becone
the icon for the next event; a video performance that took place at
Soldier Field on the celebration of the American Revolution in 2007.
Two anonynous actors, one male and one fenmale, raise a bed sheet/flag
with the icon of upturned capital on it; meant to invoke both the
flag rising at Iwo Jima by U S. Marines as well as the enblem of the
Moscow Filminstitute; the Wirrker and Peasant statue by Vera Mikhi na.
The video titled Speak was |later distributed via a chain letter
systemto select individuals who nmaintain fidelity to the event with
the proviso that they nust pass it on to another viewer, and so on.

The Speak vi deo-performance concluded with a screening in Boston
on the 90'" Anniversary of the Cctober Revolution and a few day |ater
in Berlin on the Anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall. These
two screenings act as bookends to create a tenporal nonunent to
revol utionary praxis. Wiy invoke the Cctober Revolution in context of
the Project for the New American Century? Several reasons, sone
obvi ous others not so obvious: first, the idea of revolution is a
fixture of the American nythos; recall Thomas Jefferson’s aphorism
“Alittle revolution, now and then, is a good thing.” Secondly, due
to one of the strange and ironic twsts of history, the originator of
t he Neo-conservative novenent in the U S., Irving Kristol (PNAC s
founder WlliamKristol’'s father) was hinself once a Trotskyist.

Q her events of this nature, in which the who, where, when and
what get mixed in order to recast themin the “Jetztzeit”; wll take
pl ace t hroughout the year including an exhibition at the ZKM where
the Project for the New American Century authors the re-creation of
Ut opia Station 2003.



The Project for the New American Century is conceived of as a
“Vani shing Medi ator” as described by Fredric Janeson and el aborat ed
on by Slavoj Zizek. In essence, it seeks to redress the wongs
perpetrated by an intellectual tradition that originated at the
University of Chicago with a generation of students that found
political currency in Leo Strauss’s formulation of Plato’s Noble Lie.

What, or who, would a new Anerican | ook |like? This is where the
overtly parasitic part of the project conmes into play. By adopting
the nane of that which it struggles to depose, nanely, the architects
of the Bush Adm nistration’s foreign policy; the project perfornms an
act detournanent. In a perverse attenpt to reclaima proper nane--

t he new New American mght | ook |ike sonething |ike Senator Barack
(bama, Hyde Park resident and University of Chicago professor.

By incautiously ganbling on an Obama presidency the Project would
retro-actively claimthat it did, in fact, performthe un-
performabl e..the overthrowi ng of the U S government (or nore precisely
the Bush regine). Wth real world political change taking hold, the
met a- proj ect would effectively di sappear or “vanish” as a practice
and becone an inert art work.

The Project for the New Anerican Century woul d therefore posit
itself as a work of “In-existent Art” with the direct association
with Alain Badiou's Principle of Inexistence in mnd (cf. Badiou's
Bei ng and Event). As the phil osopher declares, “A subject [here read art
work] 1s that which, finite instance of a truth, discerned realization
of indiscernible, forces decision, disqualifies the unequal, and
saves the singular. By these operations, whose rarity al one obsesses



us, the event cones into being, whose insistence it had
suppl enented.”

| f an unanbi guous and unapol ogeti c endorsenent of a political
candi date offends certain individual’'s aesthetic and/or political
sensibilities...Good!! This is an art project!



