A Briel History

he Panhellenic Sanciuary at lsthmia was

builr along the ancent road connecing the
lsthmus with I||-.' Ciry 11P.': o, As C.ifl:l. oL I!h-'.'
Bronie Age small seutlements existed in the
region, bue i othe 11th ¢ B.C. mmavellers had
|'u.'|:|.|.r| 1o offer sacrifices and conduct  feasts
sacred 1o Poseidon. The hist temple, erected in
the mid-7th e B.C., was constructed entirely of
stone and crowned with a tile mool i was rebuilh
two cenmuries later after a fire. The fimt stadium
and thearer followed in the 5ith c. The
destruction of Connth by the Romans in 146
B.C. ended the Greek sanciuary, but it was
recomstructed in the Early Roman Empire and
expandod with the addition of swas around the
temiple and a Roman bath. In Late Antiquity the
buildings had become derelict and cheir stones
were plundered for a forwress and trans-isthmian
barricr wall called the Hexamilion, These
fartificationm. |1r|1|L'ﬂ.|:|:'J the Peloponnesos fram
attack and were the bocus of habiacion during
l‘lLl_' ."|.1|.:‘||.!||. ."I.l_F'\-|_1.

Oscar Bronecr discovered the central
gancnary in 1952 and excrvaral through 1967,
Subsequently, Paul Clement; Elzabech Gebhard
and Timothy Gregory have continued work at
the site under the Amencan Schoal of Classical
Stwdie ar Athens.

The Isthmian Games

he festival of Poseidon, held in the spring of

-;'\..l'::\. w;.\,-uﬂl‘l Vel Wk ||I|I SCET il ..|;J|.h-u.
competitions including foot-races, I:-u:uirlla_.
W I-Iltl'l:._'. the |lq.'|=r..'.lh.|:l|n. horse and charioe
racing | u:_:-:'nd held that the conjesis were
founded by Sisyphos ax funeral games for the
bew-hero. Melikeries-Palaimon, whose body was
brought to the shore on the back of a dolphin.
In the lsthmian games, a5 with the other
|'.|||h-.'||!l.'l'|u contests at CHympaa E"-.-Iphl and
MNemea, the victor recaved only a crown. Al
luthimia  the weeath was firse made ol pine and
later wild celery, Musicians and poets competed
in the thewer horse and chanior rmces were held
in the hippodrome (noc ver locaned
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Cloweer
Bronze figurine of an athlete, H. 7.8 cm., Guh ¢, B.C
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Ceold ball, 1. 1 cm., Gik c. B.C.
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